Background on DAISY as a Standard for Accessible Information

Bringing the DAISY Standard to Higher Education

It is the desire of the DAISY in Higher Education Group to make information technology resources and services accessible to all higher education students, faculty, staff and the general public regardless of disability. Adoption and usage of DAISY in addition to participation in the DAISY Consortium activities will help the higher education community realize the goal of providing equal access to higher education for all students.

Purpose of DAISY
The DAISY Consortium was formed in May 1996 by several talking book libraries. The vision of the DAISY Consortium is a world where people with print disabilities have equal access to information and knowledge, without delay or additional expense. The DAISY Consortium's mission is to develop and promote international standards and technologies which enable equal access to information and knowledge by all people with print disabilities and which also benefit the wider community.
 In 2006, the DAISY standard was adopted by the federal Department of Education as the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard.

Why DAISY is an important standard

Navigability: The DAISY standard allows users of digital books to interact with text in the same way that students with printed text can; for instance, the standard allows for navigation features such as bookmarking and moving between chapters, sections, and pages seamlessly. 

A flexible standard for exchange: As an international standard for digital books, DAISY compliant books can be shared and exchanged through different organizations and libraries. Content created using DAISY standard not only creates excellent audio-based material but can also be translated into Braille, and large print with minimal duplication of effort.
Existing infrastructure: There are numerous commercially-available hardware and software devices that already support and play content created in accordance to the DAISY standard. Many current users of digital books already have these devices, so usage of the DAISY standard does not require the purchase of additional equipment for the end-user. Commercial and open source DAISY authoring tools allow content creators to produce accessible content from inception.

Compatibility: The DAISY standard utilizes existing, well-defined standards used in the mainstream (e.g., XML, SMIL), which allows for forward compatibility, i.e., DAISY content created today will remain compatible with DAISY playback devices developed in the future.

Support for DAISY in Higher Education
Many talking book libraries from around the world have adopted the DAISY standard for digital talking books. In the United States, Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D), Bookshare.org, and the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (part of the Library of Congress) have adopted the DAISY standard for the creation of digital talking books. The California Community Colleges and other higher education institutions create DAISY material for students.

Benefits to Higher Education
Adoption of the DAISY standard has numerous benefits to the higher education community:

· Participation in the DAISY Consortium allows the higher education community to play a leading role in directing the goals of the DAISY standard.

· Supports the effective use of modern methodologies for the creation and delivery of accessible instructional materials in higher education.
· Creation and use of authored content in the DAISY format offers a rich user experience for everyone, including visually impaired and learning disabled consumers of material.  
· Provides students, faculty, and staff with an authoring process to create rich accessible content.

· Reduction of the dependency on PDF documents that require extra time and resources to produce.
· Authoring tools (such as the “Save as DAISY” add-in that works within Microsoft Word) enables all faculty, staff and students to create accessible documents without having to learn a new program. 
· The DAISY Standard has flexibility by being an open and living standard. This flexibility offers an authoring method that allows for both current and future content that students of today and tomorrow can use in instruction.
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